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In the modern world, we live in an era that witnesses rapid developments in 
information technology and multimedia. In a society of fast pace and updated 
information, people have no choice but to pay close attention to the change and 
development of the world. Mass media, directly or indirectly, influence every part of 
our lives. With the characteristics of rapidity, accuracy and effectiveness, news report 
plays an important part in information dissemination. With various types of language, 
words, voice and images, news involves the public information carriers such as TV, 
broadcast, network, newspaper and magazine to transmit information, describe human 
conditions and mirror the latest trends. 
A piece of news comprises of headline, lead and body. Headline is the 
condensation of content. With distinctive manner of expression, headline is first and on 
top to attract readers immediately. As the “eye” of news, headlines help readers select, 
read and comprehend news items.  
 The present study is an attempt to conduct a contrastive analysis between the 
news headlines of English and Chinese in order to find out the major similarities and 
differences between them, and it tries to explain the influence of different thinking 
modes, media discourse power and different news value concepts on the difference of 
news headlines. 
The analysis is based on the headlines of newspaper, TV and network news, 
including Newsweek, China Today, China Daily, Weekly Digest, Global Times, 
Reference News, WenCui Newspaper, CCTV news bulletins, CCTV news channel, 
on-line VOA news, China Network Television (CNTV) news, etc.  
Through contrasting, it is concluded that the headlines of English and Chinese are 
similar in lexicon and different in lexical features and grammatical forms. This study 
has practical implications for teaching and learning journalistic English and 
translation.  
The results show that the factors contributing to the difference include the 
characteristics of news language, different news value concepts, information 

















power of media. 
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Chapter One  Introduction 
 1
 
Chapter One  Introduction 
 
1.1 Aim of research 
With the development of modern society, all messages and new things are 
represented by various types of mass media, including newspaper, magazine, TV, radio, 
internet, etc. Mass media are becoming more and more indispensable to people’s life. 
They are vital means for people to know the world; they report the latest events at 
home and abroad.  
As the “eyes” and “windows” of news, headlines have the highest readership and 
have drawn people’s attention all the time. A good headline not only adds the finishing 
touch to a piece of news, but also can touch the hearts of receivers and attract them; 
what’s more, headlines can guide receivers to get more information.  
It is of significant and practical meaning to study news headlines between English 
and Chinese. Discussion about their similarities and differences can improve readers’ 
reading ability to decode headlines, help them to better understand the news contents 
so as to obtain the latest information, pay close attention to the writing styles, readers’ 
interest, news freedom and news values in different countries, know about the western 
and Chinese cultures, and find an important way to study the English and Chinese 
languages with the distinctive characteristics of the modern times. This study also has 
implications for teaching and learning journalistic English and translation.  
 
1.2 Theoretical framework 
The theoretical framework of this paper is the different thinking modes between 
English and Chinese as the conceptional roots, including two types of contrastive 
thinking modes: deduction vs. induction, and ethics vs. cognition. And the theory of 
contrastive analysis between English and Chinese, including four pairs of contrastive 
characteristics, is employed as the analytical framework in order to find out how they 
affect the news headlines. 
 
1.3 General organization 

















Chapter Two is the literature review of the thesis. Previous studies on news will 
be discussed, including the brief history of journalism, the research results in the West 
and China, and the major topics concerned. Then the nature of western and Chinese 
media is explored with an attempt to serve as an explanation for the difference between 
English and Chinese news headlines. 
Chapter Three constitutes the theoretical framework of this thesis. Differences 
between western and Chinese thinking modes are discussed, including the contrasts of 
deduction and induction, and ethics and cognition, aiming at exploring the difference 
in the two languages from conceptional roots. Then five pairs of characteristics among 
contrastive analysis such as static vs. dynamic, hypotactic vs. paratactic, rigid vs. 
supple, impersonal vs. personal, and passive vs. active are discussed, attempting to 
find out how they affect the news headlines. 
Chapter Four analyzes the similarities of English and Chinese news headlines, 
mainly on lexical features, including innovativeness and flexibility, nonce words, 
neologism and borrowing, life-oriented expressions, specific and exclusive 
vocabularies, and vagueness. The analysis is based on examples collected from various 
media such as newspaper, TV and network, with an attempt to explore the universals 
of the two languages. Finally it summarizes that characteristics and requirements of 
news language determine the similarities between English and Chinese headlines. 
Chapter Five analyzes the differences between English and Chinese news 
headlines, focusing on lexical difference (midget words, abbreviations, preference of 
nouns or verbs, modifiers and appellation) and grammatical forms (punctuation, 
omission, tense, voice, mood and modality, and structure). 
Chapter Six provides explanations for the differences between English and Chinese 
news headlines, including explanation from the perspective of characteristics of news 
language, media discourse power, different news value concepts and relationship 
between mass media and receiver, in an attempt to offer an all-around and multi-angle 
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